City of Ellendale
June 29, 2026
Special Council Meeting
6:30 pm
Agenda

6:30 Call Meeting to Order
Agenda: Agenda is set and cannot be added to.

1. Review invoices for sewer, water & concrete repairs
e Steve James Excavating
e Sonic Concrete
e \ote on invoices to move to claims

2. Review all claims
e Vote on all claims

3. Review codification violations previously issued

1. 199 8™ Avenue East City Attorney Rahrick has not received feedback regarding the
abatement of the property by August 1%. The owner originally requested to the end of

October.
e Discuss next step
e Vote on next step

2. 306 4™ Ave. W. Abatements due by June 15". The council voted to give the owner

until June 15" to address the issues. No progress had been noted to date.
e Discuss progress and next steps
e Vote on next step

3. 109 6™ Avenue East Abatements due June 15" by court order. Owner responded they

had medical issues and had someone assisting them.
e Discuss next steps
e Vote on next step

7:00 pm Adjournment



MINUTES OF ELLENDALE
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2026

Present: Acting Mayor Scott Groth; Council Members; Jon Asplund, Joel Meyer, Charles Berg, City Clerk/Treasurer
Steve Engel

Absent: Council member Scott Swanson

Visitors: No guests

Call Meeting to Order: Meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Mayor Groth.

Agenda: Agenda is set and cannot be added to

1.

Review invoices for sewer, water & concrete repairs

Steve James Excavating Engel explained the 5 invoices from Steve James Excavating. Four were
for sewer main and water main repairs discovered by Empire Pipe over the past 2 years, while
performing the annual sewer line inspections. A water main leak was discovered on 6 Ave. West
while making the sewer main repair in that location. The 5™ invoice was for landscape materials
picked up by Josh Otto for the firehall landscaping work. The work required their larger excavator
due to the 30 foot depth of the sewer mains on 6™ Ave and the 2" Street alley way. Engel will send an
invoice to Empire Pipe for 50% of the $11,152.00 repair in the alleyway. Empire caused part of the
damage to the lateral junction for the Ellendale Café while trying to clean out the lateral which was
filled with grease. They agreed to pay part of the cost.

Motion to approve the payment of the invoices from Steve James Excavating was made by Council
member Berg. Motion advanced by Council Member Asplund. Roll Call vote: Council members:
Asplund-Aye; Meyer-Aye; Berg-Aye; Mayor Groth-Aye. Motion approved.

Sonic Concrete Engel explained the fire hall invoice was $2,519.00 higher than quoted due to the
area to the newly installed street asphalt was larger than expected. He also flared out the ends of the
driveway to accommodate the short turning radius to get backed into the hall. He also filled in the
walkway from the southwest entry door to the old hall driveway.

Motion to approve the payment of the invoice from Sonic Concrete with the additional cost overrun
of $2,519.00 for a total of $19,519.00 for the driveway was made by Council member Meyer. Motion
advanced by Mayor Groth. Roll Call vote: Council members: Asplund-Aye; Meyer-Aye; Berg-Aye,
Mayor Groth-Aye. Motion approved.

Motion to approve the payment of the invoice from Sonic Concrete $725.00, for the well pad was
made by Council member Berg. Motion advanced by Council Member Meyer. Roll Call vote:
Council members: Asplund-Aye; Meyer-Aye; Berg-Aye; Mayor Groth-Aye. Motion approved.

. Review all claims

Vote on all claims

A motion was made by Council Member Berg to approve the two claim reports of $7,608.65 and
approved invoice claims of $61,236.54 for a total of 68,845.19. Motion advanced by Council member
Meyer. Roll Call vote: Council members: Asplund-Aye; Meyer-Aye; Berg-Aye; Mayor Groth-Aye.
Motion approved.




3. Review Codification violations previously issued

e 199 8" Avenue East City Attorney Rahrick has not received feedback regarding the abatement
of the property by August 1. The owner originally requested to the end of October.

e Discuss next step A complaint was served to the owners in March, 2026. No activity has
been noted on the property. The owners contacted City Attorney Rahrick and said they
would get at it and have it cleaned up by the end of October. They were given until
August 1 to address the issues. The council agreed to wait until August 1* before
determining the next step.

o 306 4™ Ave. W. Abatements due by June 15, The council voted to give the owner until June 15"
to address the issues.

e The owners have cleaned out the weeds and other vegetation around the front and west
side of the house. No other abatements were seen. The council agreed to move ahead with
having City Attorney Rahrick serve a complaint to the owners. There has been ample time
to remove the inoperable vehicles and other nuisances on the property. The backyard
building appears to be in disrepair as the roof has collapsed. The house now has a tarp on
the roof. This has been an ongoing issue with many letters, complaints and citations issued
over many years. Engel was directed to inform City Attorney Rahrick to file a complaint
with the owners.

e Vote on next step

e Motion to issue a complaint was made by Mayor Groth. Motion advanced by Council member
Asplund. Voice vote, All in favor. Motion approved.

o 109 6" Avenue East Abatements due June 15" by court order.

e Discuss progress and next steps The council noted the weeds have been removed on the
east side of the house. Siding has been installed on the house front in the porch area. No
other activity or changes were noted.. The owner has been incapacitated with medical
issues a couple weeks ago so progress has slowed. The council asked Engel to check with
City Attorney Rahrick these questions:

e Can the City enter the property after June 15" to abate the unfinished issues:

e Can we have the Steele County building inspector enter the property to determine the
structural integrity of the porch, roof and any other area of the building?

e If the City contracts with a contractor to address the structural issues, can the City certify
the costs to the property owners with Steele County?

e The Council agreed the City should move ahead with abatement proceedings, depending
on the response from City Attorney Rahrick

Motion by Council member Berg to adjourn the meeting. Motion advanced by Council member
Asplund. Voice vote taken all in favor. Motion approved. The meeting was adjourned at 7:23pm.
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The Minutes are a true and exact copy of the Minutes as they appear in the City of Ellendale Minutes Book.
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