Agenda

City of Ellendale
May 14, 2026
Regular Council Meeting
7:00 pm

7:00 Call Meeting to Order
1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Approve Agenda

7:05 Consent Agenda Items: [f there is any item on the consent agenda that a council member feels needs

Surther discussion, please ask for it to be removed and placed on the agenda.

1. Accounts Payable/Claims

2. Financials

3. Minutes
e April 92026: Council Meeting Minutes

7:15 Public Comment: Those wishing to speak must state their name and address for the record. Each person
will have three (3) minutes to make his/her remarks. Speakers will address all comments to the City
Council as a whole and not any individual Council Member. The Council may not act on an item presented
during the Public Comment period unless the item is already on the agenda for action. When appropriate,
the Council may refer inquiries and items brought up during the Public Comment period to the City Clerk-

Treasurer for follow-up

7:25 Reports

1. Fire Department
Fire Hall Report on Final Outside work:
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APX sign off on remaining outside work to be completed:
Steve James Excavating- Rock between buildings completed

Crane Creek asphalt paving of 6" Ave. and north driveway for grass rig Start 5/18.

Complete punch list Door Handle left. Possibly AC power installation

City to complete the following tasks:
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Install concrete south driveway- Sonic Concrete quote to complete
Install retaining wall around S/W box

Place rock on north side for diagonal parking

Landscaping-seeding on east side of building

Run downspouts underground into tile to storm sewer (later date project)

Concrete Driveway Quote- South side, Sonic Concrete.

o Discussion & vote

Reports- Logan Busho other Fire reports

Expenses



2. Maintenance
e Report
e Crown Ridge stormwater pond
e Empire Quote 6" St. S. sewer line repair

e Expenses
e Trash Can Quote for City Park and Main Street

3. Parks & Trails Committee

e Report
e Expenses

4. Codification
e New violations
e Reminder on street extended parking.
e QGrass length 6” notice

e Updates
e 199 8" Avenue East — Property owner wants to the end of October to complete. City Attorney
Rahrick contacting to discuss earlier date to complete abatements.

e Notice of Violation/Warning Administrative Citations

e 306 4™ Ave. W. Abatements due by June 15". No response to violation letter or are has
abatement activity noted as of 5/12.

e Administrative Citation

o 109 6™ Avenue East; Proposed order approved by court on 3/4/26. Judge approved the order
with a completion date of June 15", No activity noted as of 5/12.

5. Clerk
e Reminder: Spring Cleanup set for June 13
e Community Hall Floor stripping/waxing May 18-21. Hall closed for public use.
[ ]
6. Added Items by Amended Agenda vote at meeting
e Additional Council Meetings discussion-procedure to hold
e Rezoning procedure of R2 lots to R1 in Crown Ridge

8:15 Unfinished Business
1. Clerk’s Office Repairs
e Update

8:20 New Business

1. Resolutions
e Resolution 2026-14 Approving Procedure for Counting Write-in Votes for Local Office
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e Vote on Resolution

e Resolution 2026-15: First Quarter Fire Department Emergency Responder Clothing Stipend from
the Ellendale Joint Ambulance

e Vote on Resolution

e 2026-16 Resolution Authorizing Donation of Money from the Ellendale Fire Relief Association
e Vote on Resolution

e 2026-17 Resolution Recognizing the payment of State Ambulance Funds to be issued to the
Ellendale Ambulance
e Vote on Resolution

2. Pledge Agreement-Stadheim Properties of Owatonna
e Discussion & Clarification

e Vote on Agreement Execution

8:30 Mayor/Council Updates
1. Mayor Groth

2. Council Member Asplund
3. Council Member Meyer
4. Council Member Swanson
5. Council Member Berg

8:45 pm Adjournment
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MINUTES OF ELLENDALE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, MAY 14,2026

Present: Acting Mayor Scott Groth; Council Members; Jon Asplund, Charlie Berg, Joel Meyer, Scott Swanson, City
Clerk/Treasurer Steve Engel

Absent:

Visitors: Fire Chief Logan Busho, Maintenance & Utility Supervisor Josh Otto: City residents: Cynthia Nelson, Laura
Krenke; Brian Anderson, ; Steele County Times Reporter Kay Fate, Star Eagle Reporter Ben Reverman

Call Meeting to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Groth.

Agenda: Engel requested additional claims to be approved and checks written tomorrow, in the amount of $4,847.43.
Council Member Asplund requested to add two items for discussion to the agenda; Additional council meetings
through the summer and rezoning of Crown Ridge R-2 lots to R-1 lots. Mayor Groth agreed we could add the two
discussions right after the Clerk’s section and the claims. Motion to approve the amended agenda was made by Council
member Meyer. Motion advanced by Council member Swanson. Voice vote taken: All in favor, Motion approved

Consent Agenda Items

A motion was made by Council Member Berg to approve the Consent Agenda Items, which included Accounts
Payable/Claims in the amount of $65,149.03 and the added claims in the amount of $4,847.43, equaling $69,996.35;
Meeting minutes for April 9, 2026 and the monthly financial reports. Motion advanced by Council member Meyer.
Voice vote taken all in favor. Motion approved.

Public Comment
e The question was asked about what can be built on an R-2 lot and a R-1 lot. Engel explained R1 is single-
family, R2 is multi-family, but you can put a single-family home on an R2 lot. You can't put a multi-family in
an R1 lot.

Reports

1. Fire Hall Report Engel updated the council the walk around meeting held with APX’s Logan
Stenberg and Mark Enderlie, Crane Creek, Steve James Excavating, Josh Otto and himself. The
outcome was to not install asphalt on the south driveways at the recommendation of Wayne, from
Crane Creek. The vehicle turning will tear up the asphalt. He stated that we should pour concrete
instead. The following changes to the project scope will be a deduction of $9,115.00 and $911.50 in
contract fees for a total of $10,026.50. Below are the list of other changes:

a. Crane Creek will pave the 6% Street section torn up for infrastructure to the hall.

b. Crane Creek will pave the northside driveway for the grass rig entrance only.

c¢. The City of Ellendale will handle the installation of concrete.

d. No asphalt or seeding will be installed on the north side; from the driveway to the S/W
electric box. This will be removed from the APX project scope.

e. The landscaping by Steve James Excavating, which included the seeding of the east and north
sides will be removed from the APX scope.

f. The City will handle the seeding this area and/or place rock for parking here.

g. Steve James Excavating will install the rock between the two fire buildings as planned in the
APX scope.

h. The City will handle the landscaping tasks of seeding, 3 downspout extensions to road and
eventually connecting underground to the tile that connects to the storm water basin in the
north alley.




Engel stated the remaining balance for APX subcontractor work will be $19,722.39, leaving $9,386.00 in the
construction fund and a balance of $8,472.00 in the CRIF fund for a total of $17,858.00. This will cover the
cost of concrete for the south driveways. The final APX payment or retainage won’t be paid until the punch list
is completed. The southwest door handle and connecting the A/C unit is all that’s left on the on the punch list.

A quote was received from Sonic Concrete to do the work. This will not involve APX, removing the 10%
contractor’s fee. The measurements are 60 ft. x 24 ft. x 6” depth. Sonic will do the necessary base preparation.
He will install rebar and most likely, fiber. The decision needed is; should we do it now or wait a few months
or to next spring to install it. Per Nick James, the area was layer packed so you should be able to install it now.
If we wait, we will need to put rock on it to keep from tracking the dirt & mud into the hall. It was pointed out
that the gravel or rock will get torn up like asphalt due to the turning of heavy trucks. We would have to dig it
out and dispose of it when the concrete is installed, an extra cost. The council agreed we should pave it now.

e Concrete Driveway Quote Motion by Council member Asplund to have Sonic Concrete install
the south driveways for $17,000.00. Motion advanced by Council member Berg. Motion carried.
Roll call vote: Council Members; Asplund, Aye; Berg, Aye; Meyer, Aye; Swanson, Aye; Mayor Groth,
Aye. Motion approved

Fire Department Fire Chief Logan Busho Lockers received but some were damaged. The vendor agreed to

deduct $3,000 from the original cost of about $8,500 and supply the necessary touchup paint to touch up the

damaged lockers. There are some that are dented up a little but we can live with it. Most of the scuffed areas
are on the bottom of the lockers. Engel is holding the invoice for the $8500 until Logan here’s from the vendor
and receives a new invoice.

e Fire Run Reporting software. Chief Busho was informed that to move the existing LOGIS secured IP
line/address from the old hall to the new hall would be a cost of $1600 a year, plus $160 for the installation
and $160/hr. to do the installation. The second option is to use a remote VPN connection, supplied by
LOGIS. The cost would be $15.00 install and $15.00/month for a total of $180.00/yr.. He would install the
app to use for reporting the call information to dispatch and state reporting.

e Piercing Nozzle. Logan said the department is looking at a new nozzle to replace the old one, which is
homemade. The new ones can pierce through tin, saving time trying to remove the tin by hammering
through it. It works with water, creating a high pressure water blast. IT can be used for any surface to cut
through more quickly than axe and hammers. Great Plains quoted me $1,155.24. Motion by Mayor Groth
to approve the purchase of the piercing nozzle for $1,155.24. Motion advanced by Council member
Asplund. Roll call vote: Council members: Asplund-Aye; Meyer-Aye; Swanson-Aye; Mayor Groth-Aye.
Motion approved.

e AC repair on a truck New hose installed by the department. Will take to Derek’s Repair in B.P. to
recharge the system. Derek supplied the hose at no cost and will charge the system for the cost of
refrigerant and labor.

e Tanker Truck Repair John Whiteside was here to complete the air dryer repair that was mentioned at the
last council meeting. Invoice will be sent to us.

e  Trailer Purchase The EFD would like to purchase a trailer store and hall the ice rescue and grain rescue
equipment on. The FRA has donated $7,000 towards the trailer when one is found.

e  Pickup Purchase Chief Busho stated the EFD would like to find a pickup to pull the trailer instead of
using the grass rig truck. We would also put the pump and water tank used for grass fires in the truck bed
as well.

e Tools and Tool box Logan stated we have received all the Milwaukee tools and the donated toolbox.
Everything is in place.

e Current Roster The current roster is 20 members.

Maintenance: Maintenance & Utility Supervisor Josh Otto

e Crown Ridge storm water pond Josh Otto informed the council that we met with two of the local farmers
out there, who own the adjoining fields, along with Brandon Flatness from Olson Excavating. We came to
the conclusion that the pond wasn't the main cause of what was going on with the fence line corrosion.
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Rainwater coming off the 30 acre field to the north was more of the problem. Olson Excavating fixed the
erosion that was in the line fence that split the two fields and cleaned out the pond overflow area to direct
any pond runoff into a catch basin that was discovered, on the fence line. Permission to connect to this
basin was given by the landowner. Olson’s also cleaned out some of the overgrowth in overflow area and
built a berm to direct any surface water to this basin. Olson’s will split the cost to each farmer and city.

e Empire Quote 6™ St. S. sewer line repair. We had an emergency dig on 6™ St. a few weeks ago. A
separation was found under a driveway that was blocking the line. Empire cleaned out the line but
a repair to the line is still needed. We received a quote to place a sleeve with in the 6” sewer line,
under the driveway. The city would have to dig the opening, in the ROW to obtain access to the
sewer line. The quote is for $8,316.00. Engel talked to Olson Excavating for a second opinion on
digging up the driveway and replacing the whole pipe area vs installing a sleeve. B Flatness
estimated about $4,000 to do the repair and for the City would replace the driveway. It was
agreed by the council to hold off and get better numbers from Brandon Flatness for replacing the
pipe and driveway.

o  Well Repair Olson Excavating completed the #4 well repair. There was a lot of water running into
the tile by the well lines. This may be the source of the water in the west side ditch area as well.

e Trash Can Quote for City Park and Main Street Speaking on behalf of the Parks Trails
Committee, Josh stated the board would like to order another garbage can The council agreed to
purchase 5 cans and Josh will put a blue one in the Crown Ridge park and 4 red ones in the city
park. Motion by Council member Berg to approve the purchase of 5 cans; one blue & 4 red, with
one paid from the park budget and the other 4 from the Street Improvement fund, for $500.00
each, totaling $2,500.00. Motion advanced by Council member Asplund. Roll call vote: Council
members: Asplund-Aye; Meyer-Aye; Swanson-Aye; Mayor Groth-Aye. Motion approved.

e DSG Spair Parts Josh requested to order the sewer & water spare parts from the previous list
presented to the council an earlier meeting. The total is $,6789.55. The cost will be paid from the
sewer & water funds. Motion by Council member Berg to approve the purchase of the parts from
DSG for $6,789.55 Motion advanced by Council member Asplund. Roll call vote: Council
members: Asplund-Aye; Meyer-Aye; Swanson-Aye; Mayor Groth-Aye. Motion approved.

e Sanitary Pond capacity Josh remined the council that an earlier study and permit issued by the
PCA, stated we were approaching our maximum capacity. Josh will contact Brian Sarff, Bolton &
Menk City Engineer, to see what we need to do to address the issue.

3. Parks & Trails Committee The committee is planning to plant trees, or shrubs or plants in the park.
The foliage is being donated by Cynthia Nelson. A thank you form the council for the kind donation
Cynthia. Josh replaced the tether ball as the original one was punctured by vandals. The council
suggested we look at installing cameras in the park. Josh will look into this. Edging around the
playground equipment was discussed. They are looking at installing a pavilion in the Crown Ridge
Park. Grants will be looked into for this. It was suggested a committee member could talk to Dave
Schmidt, our CEDA representative, about grant possibilities. The committee is looking into placing a
frisbee golf course in the Crown Ridge Park. Josh suggested someone talk to Clarks Grove, to see
how their course is working and if it gets used enough to warrant installing one here.

4. Codification
e New violations

e Reminder on street extended parking Engel was approached about parking on streets and leaving
vehicles for extended amount of time. The council asked Engel to talk to the owners who may not
know the ordinance since they are new to town.

e Grass length 6” notice Engel asked the council to drive around town to note the long grass issues. He
noted there several properties that have not mowed but we usually honor the Don’t mow in May
initiative. We will address violations at the June meeting, if there are issues.
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e Updates
e 199 8™ Avenue East — Property owner wants to the end of October to complete. City Attorney Rahrick
contacting to discuss earlier date to complete abatements.

e Notice of Violation/Warning Administrative Citation
o 3064™ Ave. W. dbatements due by June 15". No response to violation letter or are has any abatement
activity noted as of 5/12..
e  Administrative Citation
e 109 6™ Avenue East; 408 7" Avenue West: The court granted the request by the homeowner to have
the property abated by June 15™. The city may abate the issues if work not done by that date. No
activity noted as of this meeting date.

5. Clerk
e Spring Cleanup set for Saturday June 13" 9:00 am to 112:00 pm.

e Community Hall Floor stripping/waxing May 18-21. Hall closed for public use. Henke Floors will be
stripping & waxing the main hall. The cost should be about $1600.00, based on the previous work that
they did several years ago.

6. Additional items added by amended Agenda
o Additional Council meetings Council member Asplund if we could hold extra meetings through the
summer since there seems to be a lot of issues to cover and our meetings are only monthly. Engel
stated the ordinance only allows one meeting a month that is open with public input. We can hold
special meetings with only the specified items on the agenda, to be discussed. No other items or input
is allowed. He will check with City Attorney to make sure this is the way we could extra meetings.

e Rezoning procedure to Rezoning R2 to R1 in Crown Ridge Council member Asplund was approached
by property owners in Crown Ridge, regarding the possibility of rezoning the remaining 3 lots that are

R-2 back to R-1. Engel said yest it can be done. We would have to follow the procedure for doing so.
He will check with City Attorney Mark Rahrick, on the procedural steps and if there are any issues
with proceeding with the rezoning process. We can address it at the June council meeting.

Unfinished Business
1. Clerk’s Office Repairs
o All flooring, painting and doors in. Tory is installing the trim this week. Baker Tech should be here next
week to run the ethernet/telephone lines. Jensen’s has been contacted to re-install the bathroom fixtures
and a utility sink in the maintenance room. Engel is working with Lowes on cabinets. The initial
recommended cabinets were not good long term quality. He is checking with Home Depot as well, to
compare. We may have to purchase a tabletop microwave due to lack of wall cabinet space. Engel will
keep working on the cabinets and microwave.
o Engel talked to Jesse Routh to see if he’s still planning to replace/repair the south entrance. Jesse is
planning on being here in July.

8:10 New Business

1. Resolutions

e Resolution 2026-14 Approving Procedure for Counting Write-in Votes for Local Office

e Discussion. The council tabled a vote on the resolution pending a better clarification about not
counting write in votes. Mayor Groth said he would contact Jennifer Mueller to get an understanding
of how write in votes are counted.




e Resolution 2026-15: First Quarter Fire Department Emergency Responder Clothing Stipend
from the Ellendale Joint Ambulance
Vote on Resolution Motion to approve Resolution 2026-15 was made by Council Member
Swanson. Motion advanced by Council Member Asplund. Voice vote. All in favor. Motion
approved.

e 2026-16 Resolution Authorizing Donation of Money from the Ellendale Fire Relief Association
Vote on Resolution Motion to approve Resolution 2026-16 was made by Council Member
Asplund. Motion advanced by Council Member Meyer. Voice vote. All in favor. Motion
approved.

e 2026-17 Resolution Recognizing the payment of State Ambulance Funds to be issued to the Ellendale
Ambulance
Vote on Resolution Motion to approve Resolution 2026-17 was made by
Mayor Groth. Motion advanced by Council Member Meyer. Voice vote. All in favor. Motion

approved.
2. Pledge Agreement-Stadheim Properties of Owatonna

e Discussion & Clarification Engel explained this agreement is between Stadheim Properties and his
lending institution. It is a common practice that any equity such as TIF funding, is passed directly to
the lender. Council member Meyer asked for clarification what our TIF agreement is. Engel said in
simple form, the Tax Increment Financing in, our case, is an agreement to return a portion of property
tax revenues, received from the Stadheim Properties to Stadheim Properties over a 20 year term. The
agreement was to return up to $250,000 over this term period. But the City pays the GO bond
payments from the property tax revenue first. Stadheim Properties will receive the city’s portion of the
remaining property tax for the maximum number of years left in the TIF Agreement between the City
and Stadheim Properties. This is only the Apartment property taxes. No other property taxes are
effected or used as a repayment to Stadheim Properties. The estimated property taxes for the first year
after completions is about $35,000.00. Based on the last assessment by the Steele county Assessor’s
office, it is on track to meet that number for 2027. So, this agreement is a means for his lender to
collect those funds as they were used as equity of Stadheim Properties to secure financing for the
entire project. This agreement doesn’t really affect the city.

e Vote on Agreement Execution Motion to approve the Pledge Agreement for Stadheim Properties
of Owatonna was made by Mayor Groth. Motion advanced by Council Member Meyer. Roll call
vote: Council members: Asplund-Aye; Meyer-Aye; Swanson-Aye; Mayor Groth-Aye. Motion
approved.

Mayor/Council Updates

1. Mayor Groth Mayor asked about the digital speed sign that MnDOT was supposed to put in last fall.
Engel stated that he has not heard anything from them at all. No response has been received about
when and if it is going to happen.

2. Council Member Asplund Jon stated the manholes were fixed now. Nice to see it done.

3. Council Member Meyer Nothing to add.

4. Council Member Swanson Scott asked Engel if we could get an update at the next council meeting on
the new accounting software installation and progress.

5. Council Member Berg No comments.



Motion by Council member Berg to adjourn the meeting. Motion advanced by Council member
Aspludem vote taken all in favor. Motion approved The meeting was adjourned at 8:58a pm.
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Steve Engel, City Cl \k7T reasurer Date
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ott Groth, Mayor Date

The Minutes are a true and exact copy of the Minutes as they appear in the City of Ellendale Minutes Book.



